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SPECIAL NOTICES.

All communications relating to the support of Stations, or

any other special work in France, or to the formation of

Auxiliaries to the American McAll Association, should be

addressed to the President, Mrs. Marine J. Chase, 1622

Locust Street, Philadelphia, Penn.

All remittances should be made payable to Miss Frances

Lea, Treasurer, 1622 Locust Street, Philadelphia, Penn.

The labors of Representative Secretary, Rev. J. C. Bracq,

will be chiefly in New England during autumn and winter.

(Entered at Philadelphia, Pa., for transmission through the mails as second-class
matter. Price of single copy by mail, 5 cents.)



2 The Evangelistic 3Iissio?i of Trance.

Churches or Auxiliaries desiring his services should address

him in care of the President.

Since the last issue of the Record three Auxiliaries have

been formed through the unflagging energy of our Represen-

tative Secretary. It is with great pleasure that we extend

our greetings to the ladies of Bridgeport, Norfolk and Win-

sted, Conn., where promising Auxiliaries have been recently

formed. We have for some time been aware that there were

friends and supporters of the Mission both at Bridgeport and

Norfo]Jc, and this gives us the greater joy now that we can

welcome them into our ever-widening family circle, which

now numbers forty-six Auxiliaries, giving an average of the

formation of more than one Society in each month during

the three years and six months since the^ organization of the

Association.

We note with much pleasure that the ladies of Cincinnati

are about forming an Auxiliary. For several years they

have forwarded to Paris funds for the Mission which have

been collected by ladies connected with the Missionary

Union ; but with this method there could be no growth or

increased interest. The formation of an Auxiliary to the

American McAll Association is a movement in the right

direction, and we bespeak for the ladies undertaking it a

wide-spreading interest in that great city which shall largely

increase the funds of the Mission. We extend to them a

most cordial welcome.

We understand that Mr. McAll is preparing an illustrated

book to be entitled " Sequel to the White Fields of France,"

which will be issued during the present season. It is hoped
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that the advance sheets will be received by us in time to

reprint the work about the first of the coming year.

The four-paged tracts entitled " The Needs of France,"

and " A Popular Mission," and the eight-paged tract enti-

tled "Letter from Bishop Whipple," all recently pub-

lished, price, 35 cents per one hundred copies, postpaid.

In press, " Three Years' Retrospect," by Rev. A. F.

Beard, D.D., an eight-paged tract, price, 35 cents per one

hundred copies, postpaid.

" Some Results of the McAll Mission," by Rev. R.

Sail lens, an eight-paged tract, price, per one hundred copies,

35 cents, postpaid.

" French Children's Appeal to the Children and
Young People of America," by Rev. R. W. McAll, an

eight-paged tract, price, 35 cents per one hundred copies,

postpaid. This is a most interesting letter reprinted from the

January number of the Record, and is designed for circula-

tion in Sunday and day schools.

" Societies Fraternelles," by Rev. R. Saillens, a four-

paged tract, price, 35 cents per one hundred copies, postpaid.

" French Protestantism In The Nineteenth Cen-

tury," by Mrs. Louise Seymour Houghton, a pamphlet of

fifteen pages, with cover, price, six cents per copy, postpaid.

After October 1st orders for the above should be addressed

to Mrs. William Bucknell, 1531 Walnut Street, Philadelphia,

Penn.

The pamphlet entitled " What France Thinks of
the McAll Mission," will be issued before November 1st.
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The demand for the July Record, or Annual Report has

been unprecedented, orders for copies having been received

from various parts of the country, always enclosing the price

per copy.

Since the Record was first issued in October, 1883, nearly

five hundred copies have been regularly sent free, to indivi-

duals whose names were handed to us at that time as known
to be interested in the Mission. From some of these friends

we have received no wish that it be continued, either by the

price of subscription or acknowledgment of continued inter-

est. To all such we would say that we should be happy to

continue their names upon the list as subscribers. Any person

sending one dollar annually to the Treasurer, will be consti-

tuted a member of the Association, and receive the Record
for one year. .The need of funds for the work was never

greater than at present. Will not the friends remit this small

sum and thus render aid in the work of the evangelization of

France, from whom we have received so much in former

times.

HOW THE WORK PROGRESSES.

Figures and statistics say much, but they'leave very much
unsaid. When all the columns are added up, the sittings,

the meetings, the attendance, the story of the progress of

the McAll Mission is by no means told. For in these later

years the work is not only broadening, but deepening; the

Gospel is taking a firmer hold on the hearts and lives <

those to whom it is preached.

Thus, one of the workers wTrites, " The Mission work for

the past year will, I think, tell more on the lives of many

than any year previous. Of course we are always wishing

this. But the spirit has seemed so earnest in all the workers,

the meetings have been so solemn, that they have greatly

impressed me."
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This solemnity in the character of the meetings is very

noteworthy. It is so far from being an essential character-

istic of the French mind, especially of the popular mind,

that where it appears it speaks volumes for the changing

and renovating power of that which causes it. And this

solemnity pervading the meetings is especially encouraging,

as it tells that the time to which Mr. McAll has long

looked forward, is at last drawing nigh, the time to look

for results. In the early days of his work, when ques-

tioned as to its results he used to say, " It is too early to

think of results yet ; there is an immense work of prepara-

tion to be done first."

That immense work of preparation so faithfully done in

those patient years when he, believing, did not " make

haste," and still so carefully carried on in the ever-widen-

ing field, is now beginning to bear expected fruit. Con-

verts of the Mission who a few years ago could not have

understood the phraseology of the simplest sermon, are now
seeking church-membership. A single church in Paris

gained, last Easter, eight new adult members from one of

our Stations ; and of the catechumens confirmed at the

same time, ten per-cent. came from the children's meetings

of the same Station, having there learned the necessity of

seeking a Saviour. And this is only one of many
instances. The work itself is already reaping its reward

in the help of those to whom it has brought help. More

than one convert of former years is now zealously working

or the Mission. Our evangelist at Ajaccio, for instance,

whose graphic account of his work in that city will be

found further on, is himself a convert of the Mission in

Paris, as are also his wife and his sister-in-law.

" The spirit has seemed so earnest in all the workers."

Another incident confirming this statement is gleaned from

a private letter.
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" Yesterday afternoon I went to Salle Philadelphie to

meet some Americans who wanted to meet Mr. McAll and

to know about the work. It was a warm, beautiful after-

noon, and all Paris seemed to be out. The service was a

solemn one, the remarks based upon the life and death of

Rev. Paul Cook, whom we all loved and whom we all

sincerely mourn.
" Pastor Lorriaux spoke first, very sweetly ; then M. Sail-

lens ; the text was, 'What a man sows, that he shall reap,'

and it was wonderful. I could but wish every one who lias

ever given one sou toward the work in Salle Philadelphie

could have been there and heard the Gospel so preached."

Here is the secret of the present success of the work,

the ground of hope that it will indeed take ever deeper

and deeper hold on the lives of the people. And here,

too, is at once an incentive and an encouragement to us

who in America are co-operating with the work. Now,

while the Holy Spirit is so evidently present there, is the

time for us to increase our contributions, to be more instant

in our prayers, for it is at such a time as this that we

may look for the Lord to work upon the hearts of those

who know Him not, as He has already worked in the hearts

of those who are laboring to extend the knowledge of

Him.

THE BEST NEW YEAR'S GIFTS.

[From The Paris Record.]

I have collected from the lips of our fellow-workers the

following incidents dating with this New Year, and which

they significantly styled "the most precious New Year's

gifts " they had received. What, indeed, could be so reviving

to the heart of a Christian laborer as to be permitted to know

that souls had been given as the reward of faithful effort

!

Some months ago in one of our Mission-rooms in a very
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dark and demoralized part of Paris, our esteemed colleague,

a French layman, who voluntarily takes charge of the Sta-

tion, and our indefatigable lady Bible-reader who aids him,

remarked in the meeting a man never seen there before. He
proved to be unknown to all present. His aspect was gloomy

and unprepossessing ; he hung down his head, and never met

the speaker's glance. At the close he seemed to resent the

effort of our two friends to speak a kind word to him. They

felt persuaded that they should see him no more, but he

returned, and became a constant attendant. His demeanor

was always the same, only that on several occasions when

Christ's love in dying for the chief of sinners was specially

emphasized, he would for a minute, raise Iris head, and fix his

eyes on the speaker. At last he consented to enter into

conversation, and it became evident that a work of the

Divine Spirit was commencing. Our friends ascertained that

he was a French-speaking American, a man who had been in

a better position but 'who had given himself to a reckless

career, had left his wife and home, and come to Paris, a

desolate outcast. After a long struggle with dark and des-

pairing views of his past life, he sought and found Divine

forgiveness. Near the close of last year his wife wrote from

America as follows :

—
" My husband by his evil conduct has

been separated from me, but he writes me that by your

instrumentality his heart has been changed," &c, &c. He
had to leave Paris in order to return to his home. At

parting he said, " Can I take with me my New Testament (in

which he followed the Scripture reading during the meeting)

and the hymn-book in remembrance of these meetings, in

which I have got such a blessing?" Here are some words

translated from his own letter, written from America, which

the esteemed director of the Station received at the New
Year :

—
" May the Divine blessing rest on you and on your

family ! I was plunged in the gulf, and you have extricated
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me. I have read over and over again the words of Jesus,

' Come unto Me all ye that labor,' &c. I have come to Him.

My suffering was dreadful, the burden was extreme. That suf-

fering has passed away, that burden has ceased to exist. It is

indeed an ' easy yoke.' I find in it the possession of profound

peace, and an eternal hope in the promise of Christ."

Thus the Spirit of God rendered effectual the words of our

French preacher to the French-speaking American stranger.

Here is another case, regarded by the friend who reports it,

as also a "precious New Year's gift." The New Year

brought him the following letter :
—

" On 29th December, you

asked, 'Are there not some here who wish to return thanks to

God for mercies received during the year which is closing?'

Dear minister of the Gospel, out of gratitude for the grace

God has given me, thanks to your earnest words in the

Mission room at , I make this acknowledgment." The

writer goes on to describe her past careless and unhappy life.

So far had she gone in neglect of all religion that she had

become a solitary being, " without hope in the world." At
last, wearied of existence, she left her poor lodging, resolved

to put an end to her own life. It was a bleak evening, the

rain fell in torrents, she was compelled to seek shelter. Ob-

serving a large doorway open, with light gleaming from

within, she entered. The place was wholly strange to her,

and all she heard spoken there came to her as a new dis-

covery. The text was, " Come unto Me, all ye that labor,"

&c. As the result of the simple presentation of a Saviour's

love, she abandoned her dark purpose, became a regular

attendant of the meeting, entered into conversation with our

colleague, and, in the issue, obtained peace in believing.

These are her own expressions, translated from the New
Year's letter :

" Can I ever forget your words, 1 God is infin-

itely good, always ready to forgive the sinner, 'however great

or numerous the sins may have been !' I prayed, when you
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prayed at the close of the meeting
;

I, who had never prayed

before. Returned to my lodging, I fell on my knees, and

asked God's pardoning mercy." As a comment on this case,

our colleague inscribes the words, " Is not this a brand

plucked from the burning?'' R. W. McAll.

HOW AMERICA IS WORKING FOR FRANCE.

[Extract from a letter from Mre. Newell.]

I would that every McAll worker might know, as it has

been my privilege to know personally, the delightful ladies

all over our country, who are giving so much of time and

strength to this McAll Mission in France. I am sure the

knowledge of the consecration of many of the ladies of

the different Auxiliaries in America will be a help and

strength. The President of one of the Auxiliaries found

the time passing rapidly and only two weeks remained

before a large sum of money must be raised by the collect-

ors. She knew not what to do. In her dilemma she invited

the ladies of the Auxiliary to her home. She served after-

noon tea, and then said, " Ladies, I have called you together

and I suppose you think I have something to say. I have

not a word, not a suggestion to make, not a letter from the

field to read to you, nor a missionary to address you. We
are in an emergency. We must talk together, help each

other to the great effort necessary, and be strong." The after-

noon passed in friendly intercourse, each went her way
feeling braver and stronger, yet hardly knowing why. Two
weeks from that day came the formal meeting of the Aux-
iliary. The report of the Treasurer was called for. As she

rose to give it, her voice failed her for emotion. Over

$1,700 had been collected in two short weeks. None could

Bay " I did it." They rose to their feet and sang " Praise
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God from whom all blessings flow." As we think it over

quietly it is not difficult to see why this great work was

accomplished. That President gave herself, gave her home,

that the work should not fail. Such efforts as these always

succeed.

One of the managers of a certain Auxiliary, thinking it

possible to increase the interest in her city, invited as to a

reception at her own home those whom she wished to

interest, and so having a " McAll evening," made welcome

those who were almost strangers, that they might become

interested in giving the Gospel to France. But one of the

sweetest experiences was told me by a lady worker as I

sat beside her in her beautiful, luxurious home, where all

that wealth and love can do is done that her delicate health

may be preserved, for her's is not a strong, vigorous life,

but quite the contrary. She said to me, " I have what I

call my ' McAll days.' As I mounted to the third story of a

certain house and rang the bell, the mother of the family

responded. She had evidently come from her kitchen, but

she made me welcome to her scantily furnished parlor.

After talking of the interest of the ' Mission McAll ' and

of France, a few momenta talk of home matters revealed

the anxiety filling the mother's heart for her baby who was

very ill. A word of sympathy was not sufficient. We knelt

in prayer together, and the petitions for France and for the

sick child were united. As I took that dollar I felt it must

take a blessing across the sea. And Mrs. Newell, I have

come to count my ' McAll days ' as among my most happy

days. They bring me a comfort and a joy that all the

brilliancy of society life can never give."
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OUE SCHOOLS.

a teacher's impression.

[From the Paris Record.]

Three years ago I was called back from St. Etienne to

replace iu his office the Rev. Ch. E. Greig, Director of

M. McAll's Mission schools in Paris. It is a great pleasure

for me to record, now that I have been engaged during this

winter in the same field of work, the distinct progress realized

since that time. Having revisited the very same Salles

Populaires in which I then so often met our pupils, I saw at

a glance the changes that had taken place amongst the

children, of whom many were well known to me ; and I may
as well point out several improvements which seem to me to

have been introduced in the general organization of the work.

The children are certainly more earnest than they were, and

several are showing so much reverence for the Gospel that it

proves a real and deep Christian feeling. The attendance

at the schools is larger ; the classes are accustomed to a

firmer discipline ; the staff of teachers, partly composed of

grown-up pupils, is better instructed and more conscientious

;

the methods of preparing our helpers and of teaching the

classes—though the same are better adapted to the ground we
have to clear—and the great care taken of the most advanced,

brings more life and light to all. Also, the whole missionary

system takes now a shape, and is carried patiently forward by

a Committee, who labor to obviate the daily difficulties of an

increasing work, and try at the same time to introduce

uniformity and method into the teaching of our numerous

classes, and to harmonize the various forces the Mission has

already secured. It is therefore certain that we are much in

advance of the situation I had often deplored three years ago;

the time elapsed has brought a great improvement in more
than one direction.

Let us look in on the Five o'clock Children's Meeting of
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the Faubourg St. Antoine. Every Wednesday during this

winter about 300 children, accustomed to live without any

control in the street, rushed in as soon as the door was opened

to them. A lady plays the organ, and one or two others keep

order, but the Director is alone to give the lesson. How is

he going to master such a difficult audience ? When every

child has taken his place, the bigger ones helping the babies

they drag everywhere after them, a stroke or two of the little

bell reduces to silence the troop of chatterboxes, and sets them

singing, with the whole force of their lungs, a hymn of five

or six verses. If this first musical effort has not exhausted

the superabundant energy of tnese youngsters, anxious to

take an active part in the service, a second hymn will satisfy

them. Slightly exhausted by the heartiness of their singing,

this youthful audience is ready now to listen to you. The

child sitting at the end of the bench has gathered together

the hymn-books, and placed them carefully in a small port-

folio made for the purpose, and there will be perfect sdence

when their friend, the Director, introduces the lesson, and

questions them on that of the previous week. He will,

perhaps, have to stop once or twice to tell some new comer

that he must have a little more respect for our habits of order,

or to send away some chatterbox ; but he will manage, with-

out too much difficulty, to fix the attention of the children for

a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes, thanks to the illus-

trations he draws on the blackboard, or to the slightly dramatic

turn he gives to the Bible story of the day. Then another

hymn and the prayer leaves the rest of the hour for the
*

repetition of a text, the teaching of another, the calling of

the roll, distribution of bons points, and the adjudication of

recompenses to the more regular attendants.

If you return on Sunday, you will see a different sight.

About twenty teachers have each their own class, so that

there is no difficulty as regards discipline, and the progress is
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much more satisfactory. The answers given by the children

at the general questioning, prove that many have profited by

the half-hour spent with their teacher, and are prepared to

gather up the conclusions and applications, which are being

written down on the blackboard. Besides, all the older ones

have their Bibles, gained by regular attendance. Far from

looking upon it as an ordinary school-manual, these young

minds, as ready to be fired with enthusiasm as to be wearied

by inanity, love to consult it, and—supernatural attraction of

the Divine book !—it becomes for many of them their insepar-

able companion, morning and night. Oh, how many children

brought up in our churches and trained by pious parents,

would need to learn from these poor gamins of the faubourgs

to read the prophets and the gospels with reflection and

intelligence! Nor must we forget to mention, -when treating

of our Ragged Schools, the unmistakable progress obtained in

the purely external matter of cleanliness.

In many parts of the city where I have been working this

winter, these results are far from having been yet seen, but so

soon as certain schools assume the encouraging aspect of

which I have been speaking, it is permissible to point to them

as proof of what can be obtained in Paris by perseverance.

Now to express scientifically in one word the characteristics

of the whole work amongst the children here, I will call it a

selection at once natural and supernatural. Many are called

to hear the Gospel ; the best only remain with us. The seed

of life may assuredly be hidden for many years in some

young hearts who came in and left us, indifferent in appear-

ance, though touched perhaps in reality by the Word of

God ; but if we cannot be sure of observing rightly the

work of the Spirit, and the secret evolution of mind and

character, so far at least as the organization of the Mission

is concerned, we can regulate its action in accordance

with the law of natural selection. For instance, those whose
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zeal is strong enough to survive the hot days of summer, are

entirely won for us ; the temptations of the bright days have

done the work of selection without any interference from us.

On the other hand, when winter brings within our doors the

whole set of children off the streets, we have to be very

firm with these boys accustomed to scoff at rebgion, and look-

ing at a meeting as made to be disturbed ; we discourage the

worst from remaining by refusing to take down their names

before they have obtained ten bons points and learned to

behave properly, and are even obliged to drop the name of a

child from the roll as soon as he ceases to attend the meeting

regularly. To this necessary severity we add a system of

rewards for the deserving
;
tracts, leaflets, periodicals for the

young, Bibles, and Testaments, which induce many to follow

our meetings without hardly ever missing one. Those who
lack affection and sympathy soon meet with it from one or

another teacher; they can even become members of the

Bible Union, and a great friendship arises very soon

between the young boys or girls thus gathered together and

the Secretary of the Union. By this means we keep our

schools from the contagion of evil, and many intelligent and

even wild natures are attracted by our methods and changed

by the Lord's Spirit.

We had recently a series of three consecutive evenings

given to the most advanced and better disposed children of

St. Antoine, during which they were invited to consecrate

more completely their lives to Christ according to the Gospel.

To our very great joy, we saw at once the good effects of this

attempt. Solemn, though simple addresses were made to

them, pointed anecdotes conveyed at once to their minds the

thoughts of the speakers, and we feel convinced that the

pleadings of the Spirit whose presence we seemed to feel

distinctly amongst us, were not rejected by our youthful

friends.
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Of this work, then, it may very specially be said that they

who share in it are fortunate, for to them it is given in a

remarkable degree to " rejoice in their own works," to see as

well as look forward to the fruits of their labor in the Lord.

ARTHUR Db ROUGEMONT.

A DEVOTED WORKER.
[Extract from a letter from Madame LeGay.]

One of our Bible women, Mme. Hennse, through the

generosity of the New York Ladies, is to have a vacation

of a month au bord de la mer, the month of August, and

it devolved upon me to get her ready. Poor soul, she

lives upon less than forty cents a day, rent and all, so you

can imagine her wardrobe was scanty. She is so happy at

the thought of the change and the rest it will bring her.

She has had between thirteen and fourteen meetings a week

the past year, either to direct entirely or to take a most

active part in. And when you think that she lives near

the Arc de Triomphe, being our Bible woman for the Salle

Beach, and her work extends to Pere la Chaise, you

can see how much fatigue there is connected with it in

getting over the ground several times a week. Her entire

income is $200 a year, and she pays all her omnibus fares

out of it. I do not mean by this that she complains, not

a word, you would not know but that she had all the

comforts of life. I only mention it to show her devotion

to the cause.
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aJArc 10.

[from the Paris Reord.]

Ajaccio is a town of 18,000 or 19,000 inhabitants, and

becomes every winter the resort of a number of tourists and

invalids,—German, English, Danish, Swiss, and Russian.

The resident population, as is the case with almost all sea-

ports, is largely composed of people without any regular

occupation, whose consciences are difficult to awake, and

who seem to have lost all moral sense through the abuse

of strong drink and the orgies of all kinds to which they

give themselves up. Hence the Ajacciens are regarded by

the police as the most corrupt of all the inhabitants of

Corsica, uniting with an exaggerated fanaticism the most

revolting immorality.

It is not then surprising that the work of evangelization

should have encountered from the outset peculiar difficulties

in Ajaccio. The mere choice of a hall was embarrassing,

nothing being available but an old shop, much too small fof

the crowds which, as they poured in and out, often filled its

seventy-five chairs two or three times over in the course of

one meeting. The very first evening the place was literally

taken by assault by a band of 200 young men, whom, by

great exertions of authority, we overawed inside, but were

powerless to resist in the open street. Mud, stones, squibs,

&c, were thrown at us, and we expected every instant

that the door, which we kept shut by main force, would be

burst open under the blows which were rained upon it. The

police, unable to defend us, had to appeal to the gendarmerie

for help, and send us home under an armed escort. One

evening the man who was keeping the door was threatened

with a knife ; and in the streets, even in broad daylight, we

were greeted with insults, stones were thrown at us, and once

even a large earthen pot, just missing us, was smashed to

pieces at our feet. Upon that we thought it well to get
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inserted in the newspapers of the town a paragraph explaining

who we were, what was the object of the Mission, and what

results had already been obtained by its means in France.

We also required all who wished to attend to apply for tickets;

and gradually by the distribution of tracts, by private conver-

sations, and by visits, we succeeded in calming the excitement.

Our warm thanks are due to Pastor Meystre of Lausanne,

who courageously stood beside us during all this period of

conflict.

We now thought of exhibiting in our windows Bibles and

Testaments in various languages, and of opening a circulating

library, for which Madame Dalencourt and the Toulouse

Society furnished us with the books. The next step was to

establish a French service, partly for the inhabitants of the

town, partly for the numerous strangers who had been filling

our hotels for some days, and who were entirely without relig-

ious privileges; the only church in the island being the

beautiful little English chapel, where the service is only held

in English and for English. With the help of some generous

friends we hired a salon, where the Gospel was preached every

Sunday by M. Meystre or by myself.

The children's meeting is held on Thursday at three o'clock,

under the direction of my sister-in-law, and often has an

attendance of over eighty. We visit the children in their

homes, and are everywhere well received. The Christmas

fete, when we gathered 300 persons in a large hall hired for

the occasion, showed us that all who know us are well-disposed

towards us now, at least except those who are directly under

the influence of the priests. These often try to frighten the

children from coming, and one day, when we were coming out

from school, a little girl came running up to us, and held out

to us, pale and trembling, the New Testament which she had

just received in exchange for her bons points. After a great

deal of questioning, my sister-in-law discovered that some one
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had told the child to bring the book back to us, for if she

kept it she would be damned. Several priests were prowling

round, and there was no mistaking who had frightened the

child.

We have tried every possible means of establishing a meet-

ing for mothers, but unsuccessfully. After having in vain

invited them and waited for them, my wife visited them in

their own homes, and obtained in this way a hasty visit from

some women who would have liked to come but did not dare

to do so, fearing that they would be spied on and reported by

their neighbors. Once, however, there were twelve, but that

did not last, and we had to begin again to hunt them up. The

women of the working classes are almost inaccessible in Cor-

sica, they cannot believe that the meetings are intended for

them, accustomed as they are to be looked upon as mere

servants. Much effort and courage will be needed to raise

the Corsican women, put them in their right place, and above

all make known to them that Gospel which they always think

good for their husbands but not for themselves. However,

some of them come regularly now to our evening meetings.

Let me give you now two little anecdotes, whose truth we

can absolutely guarantee, and which will show you the

Corsican character, and at the same time the great need the

country has of the Gospel. A young man whom we knew,

hurried into the hall one evening, a little before the meeting

began, in a state of great excitement. He had just wounded

with four strokes of his poignard, a man with whom he had

had a quarrel during the night. We tried to make him

reflect on what he had done, prayed with him, and took him

home to our house, when he committed his dagger to our

charge that he might not be again tempted to use it, receiving

in return a copy of the New Testament. Seven months before,

this man's brother had fallen victim to a cowardly assassin,

who, posting himself where he knew the other should pass,
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had shot him dead on the spot ; then having accomplished

this feat, for a Corsican the most natural in the world, had

torn the heart from his enemy's body, and rubbed his

boots with it in the presence of witnesses. And all that for

a reason that was simply ridiculous. The young man is

now a soldier, and we hope will become a soldier of Christ.

Another older man was charged by the police with having

cut off, with a pistol-shot, two fingers from the hand of a

neighbor who was aiming at him. (Everyone here carries his

gun loaded, although the hunting season is over.) This man
came to my house one evening to ask me to write for him to

his advocate, and got from me a Testament and some tracts.

After having spoken to you of the difficulties and the

encouragements which we have met with in pursuing the

Lord's work in Ajaccio, I cannot close this long letter without

telling you what are our most pressing needs, that our friends

may make of them a subject of prayer, and may know in

what way to come to our help. 1. We must have a larger

hall, capable of seating the crowds which come to us to hear

the Gospel, and the half of whom, to our great regret, we
have to send away every night. We could then also set

afoot our Soldiers' Reading Room, which succeeded so admir-

ably last year at St. Etienne. 2. We cannot be indifferent to

the ravages wrought by the fevers of the country during

eight months of the year. We suffer from them ourselves, our

friends ask us what they should do, and sometimes one is

forced to furnish medicines to those who cannot afford to buy
them. We should require a small stock of quinine, and also

the means of preparing a simple remedy whose value my
father has often proved as a preservative from malarial fevers

in Corsica, Sardinia, and Rome. But what we chiefly ask of

our friends, is to remember sometimes before the Lord the

little Island of Corsica, and the missionaries who work there.

E. MABBOUX.
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LA EUE ROYALE.
[From the Paris Record.]

The Rue Royale Station gives us much encouragement.

Since our removal to the new place, the audiences have had a

tendency to increase ; last Sunday afternoon, for instance,

' (Easter Sunday) the hall was crowded. The week-night

meetings also are better attended than they were in the Rue
St. Honore, especially on the Wednesday, when a little choir

sings choice pieces. The effect of this is wonderful ; the atten-

dance, on the night of the choir, being double that of the

other days, showing that sacred music is the strongest power

of attraction which can be used for outsiders.

But, thank God, all our listeners are not outsiders. A
large number may be considered as having truly given them-

selves to Christ. The Socicte fraternette which meets here

every second Wednesday, is well attended, and the meetings

are bright and lively. There are about fifty names on the

rolls, the number of attendances being about the same (a

good many people like to attend the Societe fraternette, though

they do not belong to it).

Our audience is very varied here ; from the higher class to

the lowest, all ranks of society are represented, the average

being the well-to-do, middle class Parisians.

Among our brightest friends, is a little woman, about forty

years of age, a Waldensian by birth. Though a Protestant,

and an attendant of religious services, she did not care much

for her soul, and was a mere formalist ; her husband, who is

employed in one of the largest Paris hotels, was entirely

indifferent to religion. But now both have been converted.

The wife was the first to come to Christ ; and she showed such

a change in her life, that the husband marvelled at it, and

soon followed her example. " Before I was converted," she

says, " we had to support my husband's mother, in our

country, by sending her from time to time little sums of
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money. I used to grumble :it this very much, and bitterly

reproached my husband for it. It seemed hard to deprive

myself of my earnings to send them to the old woman. How
ashamed I feel now ! When I understood the love of God to

me, I felt I could never love enough those whom He had

intrusted to my care, and I took the initiative in sending

larger sums than before to my mother-in-law. I begged the

forgiveness of my husband for having been so cross before

;

lie was touched, and said, ' Well, now, I see some good in your

meetings.' He came to them, he took to his Bible again, we

prayed together, and he too, is converted now." The little

woman, though in a bad state of health, is very active ; she

visits the sick, and tries to work for the Master in every

possible way.

Our Sunday afternoon meetings are very regularly attended

by a young man and his mother, who belong to the Gallican

Church (Eather Hyacinthe). He is a very remarkable and

very rare type of intelligent, pious Catholic youth. In

many things, and especially in zeal for the service of God, he

outdoes many Christian Protestants, and it is cheering to see,

that, though he follows us not, yet he is serving the same

Master as we. Oh, that France had many such young men

!

Another of our regular attendants is a Greek, belonging to

the Greek Church. He never misses one meeting. I believe

he hag given his heart to Christ. His devotion is profound,

and he also is trying to do something to spread the knowledge

of Christ around him.

These examples show what a variety of types we have in

our meetings, and what a concentrating power the Gospel is,

which unites together, day after day, in the same communion,

the Protestant, and the Waldensian, and the Greek, and the

Gallican, and even the Roman Catholic. No other magnet,

but the cross of Christ, could accomplish such a miracle as

this. Pv. SAILLENS.
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WHAT GOES ON IN SALLE BEACH.

[From a letter from Miss Agnes Johnstone.]

There is a good work going on at this Hall, in all the

departments, besides the regular evening meetings for adults.

Every Monday there is a Mothers' Meeting, carried on like

most of those in the Mission, beginning with the sale of " dry

vegetables," such as split peas, haricot beans, lentils, rice, tap-

ioca, macaroni, vermicelli ; these we buy wholesale from one

of the best houses in Paris, and sell at the same price, or with

a very small concession (seldom that) ; so that they have the

best articles at a lower price than they could buy them. This

is much appreciated, for the French use less meat and farina-

ceous food than the Anglo-Saxons. Some interesting Gospel

story is read to them while they work ; and the spiritual part

consists of hymns, prayers, and a short address; also the

reading of the Bible in addition. The meeting terminates

with a cup of tea. The attendance is about 40: in the

summer they fall off ; the average might be 35. I am not

able to be there personally as I have the same thing at the

Rue Monge, on the same day and hour, but the lady who

goes there says that they feel very much encouraged, that

many of the women are serious, and she hopes that several

are truly converted.

My reunion de jeunes filles (young girls' class) takes place

on Sunday after the Sunday-school. The attendance is not

large, many things prevent it. Sunday is their only jour de

sortie (day out), and the attractions of Paris are on that day

more than on all the others : many, too, have only that day

for seeing their friends, so that one cannot get, or at any rate

keep, any but the earnestly disposed. With these, however,

there is a difficulty, for when their consciences are roused they

go to confession and are prevented from coming. Two girls

about whom I was most hopeful, who were very interested,
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have been stopped from coming by Catholic influences. Most

of those who come are servants, who can only get out every

fort night, but these are most regular. With all these draw-

hacks, I must tell you that of all the work I have, and I have

not a little, there is nothing 60 near my heart as my young

girls. I love them, I believe they love me, and we are very

happy together.

All my young girls are members of a Bible Reading Union.

We choose through the week the verse in our readings which

has pleased or helped us the most, and compare them on

Sunday. I take as my subject for study with them anything

that has seemed to me particularly profitable, or presenting

difficulties in our daily readings. Once a month they have

questions given them on the readings. They answer them at

home, and I correct them at my house. My object is to

awaken as far as possible their interest in the Scriptures.

At our meetings the order of the day is hymn and prayer,

change of books and magazines, find our favorite text, little

address or Bible study, hymn, prayer, a cup of coffee and a

cake (at my expense, not the Mission's, of course). After

that, if they are not hurried and are free to stay, I read them

something interesting and profitable. I hope that some have

been brought to the Lord of my dear brebis as I always call

them. I have beside me a splendid palmier which, to my
surprise, they presented me with on my birthday.

But probably of all work done here in this Station, the

most important, after the adult meetings, is the Dispensary,

which takes place on Tuesdays and Saturdays in the morning.

We begin with a little service ; then while the doctor sees his

patients the lady present (on Saturday it is myself ) engages

those who are waiting in singing, reads to them, and speaks

to them collectively or individually. This has only just

started, but I am sure it will be of great benefit. The poor

from Grenelle are already coming.
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I had almost forgotten the schools
;
they are held on Sun-

days and Thursdays. The attendance is not large ; it is only

in the poor quarters that we get many children, but they are

a nice, well-managed school, packing the Bible and the Gospel

into young minds that would probably never hear either

without this aid. Who can tell of what use these texts

preserved in these young minds may be ?

A SAINT'S HOUSE BECOMES A HOUSE OF SAINTS.

BY REV. S. R. BROWN.

The Mission cultivates some patches oatside the city walls.

Mr. McAll keeps us generally to the streets and lanes of the

town, and only at times sends us into the country, and then

it is like a school-boy's holiday.

Such was our trip to the village of Ste. Gemme. A great

sensation was caused in the little community by the sight of

our two ladies walking through the quiet streets and giving

away tracts. The people came out of doors to see the great

sight, and the children rushed for " the little books."

When we went into the wooden " Temple," with its sanded

floor and benches without backs, the people all crowded in to

hear : the women with their bare heads sitting on the benches,

the men standing behind with their great sun hats on, and

the children crouching on the floor.

Since that happy day I have several times returned to Ste.

Gemme, and have made the acquaintance of the inmates of

the Saint's House.

This is a house that stands near the Chapel, and overlooks

the valley of the Seine. A niche has been let into the wall,

and Ste. Gemme herself is enclosed in a glass case in this
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uiche. American children would call her a big doll in a

shabby dress, for the shrine is much neglected.

There was a cheery little woman waiting outside the door,

and her husband was cutting the winter's wood, for he had

stayed at home to see the evangelist. Coffee and (/alette was

provided for us, and the new " Sainte Bible " was brought out.

" We read it every night, and then my man prays," said

Madame. So a family altar had been erected inside the

house, and a daily sacrifice of praise and prayer offered unto

God by Jesus. Thus, within the Saint's House I found

living saints.

On my next visit I wanted to return by the forest of

Marly, and lest the Preacher should be lost Madame under-

took to guide me through the most intricate part. Madame
was communicative, and she had a willing listener, so she

told me of the petty persecutions which had come to them

in their remote hamlet, of their suffering for the Gospel, even

to the loss of work. " But," she added, " I tell my husband

never mind ; we are happy, and it is no use persecuting us.

For we are in, quite in, and cannot get out."

I repeated the words as a question :
" In ! quite in ! cannot

get out?" and Madame explained :

They went into the Temple to laugh, but the words got

into them and made them serious. Then the evangelist went

into their house and explained the Word, and gave them a

Gospel, "but we were not quite in until we went to Paris

at Easter for the communion, and now we cannot get out."

Evidently the good woman believes in the perseverance of

saints, and that having received the engrafted Word they

must remain faithful unto death. >,

So the wooden Temple has made the Saint's House a house

of saints.
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THE GOSPEL IN BRITTANY.
[From tho Paris Record.]

Dear Friends.—This has been a good winter for our

Reunions Popularics. Our hall at Camel has been especially

successful. You remember, perhaps, that I complained last

summer of having few people in that quarter; my wife, alas!

was suffering from a severe illness, she had to pass the sum-

mer at the seaside, and our work, especially in that place,

suffered along with her. Since then, God be thanked, my
dear wife's health has much improved. We have returned to

Lorient, resumed our work, and, above all, had the delight of

receiving from the Lord a well-qualified Bible-woman, our

dear Madame Bisson, to whose zeal and religious influence I

attribute, in large measure, this new and increasing success.

Oh, how much we deserve blame for not being more faithful

!

Here is this poor woman, without much education, knowing

only her Bible, but that thoroughly, without other talent than

her love of souls and her piety, who sets herself to visit the

families, speaks to them of the Gospel, reads the Word of

God at the pillow of the sick, comforts the sorrowing, does, in

short, exactly what half our Christians, especially our Chris-

tian women, might and ought to do to a large extent at

least, and because this one humble Christian woman arrived

suddenly and set herself to work, a new life seems imme-

diately to spread through the church, to communicate a new

warmth and energy to all the members, and to rouse even

the most indifferent. What would be the result then, if each

one of us, apart from his official position, felt his responsibility

as a Christian, and sought in good earnest to consecrate to

the Lord's service the gifts which he had received, however

humble they might be! It is high time that the so-called

faithful of our flocks* should listen penitently to the Master's

just reproach, " Why stand ye here all the day idle?"

* In France the members of a congregation are called " les fideles."
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And the Gospel is so perfectly adapted, now as then, to our

Boul'a needs ; it answers so admirably to our miseries and our

aspirations ! The other day our Bible-woman, Mine. Bisson,

told me a curious and touching story. She was visiting one

of our most regular and most interesting hearers at Carnel.

Madame J. "Ah," said she, "after two or three times I was

very near never coming back. All that that gentleman said

suited me so exactly, he described so vividly all my most

secret sorrows and needs, that I was quite ashamed and angry

into the bargain. What business has that man, I exclaimed,

to come prying in that fashion into my family life, and into

my secret thoughts, and then to go and talk about them before

all the world ! I even stayed away one or two Fridays.

However, I reflected that the gentleman did not know me,

that he had never been in my house, that he had never even

spoken to me, and then I understood that the one who knew

me so well was not he but the Lord. So I went back to the .

meetings. I heard there, more and more distinctly, the

voice of God, and I have got there a great deal of good."

Is it not interesting, this poor woman, who, like Nathan-

ael, suddenly brought into the presence of the Saviour, is

astonished, draws back almost, crying " Whence knowest

Thou me?"

And many others, I hope, whose stories have not reached*

us, have felt themselves understood, loved by the Lord in

these quiet little meetings, and have conceived a longing

desire to turn to Him. In any case things look very encour-

aging. At Kerentrech as well as at Carnel we have always

large audiences, and several families from both places have

taken to following us to church, where the congregation has

been greatly increased, two-thirds or more of our regular

attendants being proselytes from Catholicism.

Now that I have no longer to take charge of Quimper, and

have in this way my Sunday evenings free, I am thinking of
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opening a third hall, probably at Keriado. I shall have

more to say to you shortly about this project.

Thanks, dear friends of the Mission, for the interest you

show us, and for the generous sacrifices that you make on our

behalf. May the Lord Himself discharge our debt of grati-

"tude in blessing you more and more in your persons and in

your work ! Yours most sincerely,

C. G. KISSEL.

THE McALL WORK IN PARIS.

In a private letter from Paris, John M. Gregory, LL.D., writes:

After attending many of the meetings at several Stations,

and after conferring with Mr. McAll himself and with some

of his principal workers, the doubts which were painfully

excited, at first, by some defects in the work, have disap-

peared. As a means of popular evangelization, especially for

, France, these Reunions, as the meetings are called, are ad-

mirable. I suppose that you know their general plan of

operations. One or two persons, usually men, stand on the

sidewalk in front of the Salle, or little hall, and offer to each

passer-by a printed invitation. Just within the door, one or

two ladies receive those who enter, hand them a hymn-book

somewhat like the Moody hymns, and show them to a seat.

Two speakers conduct the exercises, which consist of a

Scripture reading, two short addresses, occupying about twenty

minutes each, and a closing prayer, several hymns being

interspersed. Many of the tunes are those which the Moody
meetings have made familiar to us, and which seem to be

much liked by the French. The salient feature of all these

meetings is the short, spirited addresses, not long enough to

become tiresome to a chance audience picked up in this

way, but long enough to allow some practical truth to be

well explained and enforced. The second speaker usually

takes care to follow up the subject opened by the first.
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The Salles, of which there are now thirty-five in and

around Paris, are usually packed full, and the attention is

generally respectful, and often appears deeply interested.

In three of the principal Salles, seating over three hundred

each, meetings are held every evening, and in the others,

two or three times a week. Seventy-six meetings are the

regular program for the week, and besides these, there are

forty-five weekly reunions for children, and meetings for

prayer, meetings for mothers, for Bible-reading, etc. The

work has extended to twenty other cities of France, and

the whole number of Stations, according to the last report,

is now one hundred.

The work does not find its whole utility in the many
thousands to whom it brings the Gospel directly, but in

its reactive influence upon all the Protestant churches, and

the whole Protestant movement in France. The Evan-

gelical party in the National Church has gathered strength

from the McAll work, and now asserts itself with new

courage and force. It has been a revelation to the Protes-

tant pastors of the readiness of the common people to hear

the Gospel, and many of these pastors are gaining new

skill in preaching by making these short practical sermons

required in the Salles. Decidedly, the McAll Mission is

the brightest spot in the religious condition of France to-day.

It is the rallying point and the drill-ground for the Christian

young men of the country.

—

National Baptist.

_,ET ALL THE PEOPLE SAY, AMEN.

The McAll workers in America are doing a grand work.

May your organization gain in influence and blessing, until

the heart of every earnest, consecrated American woman
shall take her part in this work of giving the Gospel to

France. H. N.
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Dr. Hastings Burroughs, an English physician of high

standing, who has charge of the Station at St. Etienne,

in the north of France, carries on a Medical Mission in

connection with the Station. The alleviation of physical

woe is one of the surest keys to closed hearts; and we

may look for great results from Dr. Burroughs' generous

service.

FEOM AN ENGLISH LADY RESIDENT IN LYONS.

A revival was very much wanted here ; and throughout

this great country the Gospel needs to be proclaimed in all

its simplicity. This is why so many have been brought into

the fold and given themselves to the Saviour.

Since attending these services I have been helped in my
own spiritual life ; and have a great desire to work for Christ.

No doubt many others have in like manner been benefited.

I am delighted to see so many given up to the Saviour,

and to observe their desire to remain faithful ; also young

people and children converted. So we as Christians have

every reason to be thankful, and to remember you in our

prayers, that you may be much blessed and encouraged, and

that God may pour out His Spirit more abundantly, that we

may see yet greater proofs of His power and love. So com-

mending you and your work to Him who giveth the increase,

I am, " One who frequents your Services."

—

(Paris Report.)

A. S. D. COLQUHOUN.

FORM Otf BEQUEST FOR PERSONAL ESTATE.

I do give, devise, and bequeath to the American McAll Association,

the sum of dollars.

FORM OF BEQUEST FOR REAL ESTATE.

I do give and devise to the American McAlt' Association the fol-

lowing described property :

—
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RECEIPTS OF THE AMERICAN McALL ASSOCIATION
FROM AUXILIARIES AND CHURCHES.

From April 1, to September 15, 1886.

MAINE, 82G.00.

" Two friends," ....
VERMONT, $43.74.

Brattleboro, Bap. Ch. . .

" Cong. Ch.
St. Albans, Union Meeting

MASSACHUSETTS, §948.76

Andover, Miss S. E. Jackson
Boston, Auxiliary
Cottage City, Union Ch. .

Monson. Young Ladies' Work-
ing Club

Wellesley College Christian
Association ....

RHODE ISLAND, 869.47.

Newport, Second Bap. Ch. .

" United Cong. Ch.

CONNECTICUT, 8858.13.

"A Friend" . . . .

Farmington, Cong. Ch.
S.S. of Cong. Ch.

Hartford, " A Friend,"
" Park Ave. Church and

Society, .

" S.S. Pearl St. Cong.
Ch

Middletown, Wesleyan Acad-
emy, Young Ladies' Miss.
Soc

Norfolk, Cong. Ch. .

Plantsville, Cong. Ch. .

Suffield, Bap. Ch. ...
Waterbury, First Cong. Ch

" Second Cong. Ch. .

" S.S. of Second Cong
Ch. . . .

" ,St. John's Prot.
Episcopal Ch.

Windsor Locks Auxiliary
Winsted, Cong. Ch. .

826 00

84 27

27 34
12 13

86 00
866 00

26 76

25 00

25 00

86 47
63 Oo

85 00
75 00

143 38
5 00

56 66

15 00

6 32
83 09
31 35
9 30

25 00
120 23

50 00

52 00
152 05
28 75

NEW YORK, 83915.39.

Albany Auxiliary . . . 8350 00
" " S.S. of Cong.

Ch. . . 14 00
" " Band of Hopeful Work-

ers," .... 15 42

Brooklyn Auxiliary .

Elmira Auxiliary . . .

Jamestown Auxiliary
New York Auxiliary .

" " Mrs. Frederick (J.

Lee,
" " Mrs. Lispenard

Stewart
Olean Auxiliary ....
Syracuse Auxiliary
Troy Auxiliary . . .

. NEW JERSEY, 8496.30.

Morristown Auxiliary^
New Brunswick Auxiliary

PENNSYLVANIA, $685.97.

Chester Auxiliary
Doylestown, Primary Cftiss Pres.
Ch

Ogontz, Young Ladies' School .

Philadelphia Auxiliary
" Mr. Dana C. Bar-

ber
" Mrs. Wi 1 1 i a m

Bucknell
" Mrs. J. N. Cushing
" Mr. D. S. Stone .

Williamsport, First Pres. Ch. .

" Second Pres. Ch.

MARYLAND, $850.00.

Baltimore Auxiliary .

$1416 52
165 00
36 00

1050 0(1

10 00

15 00
10 00

233 45
600 00

8350 00
146 30

120 00

10 00
100 00
300 00

10 00

25 00
5 00
15 00
15 96
25 01

8850 00

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 8325.00

Washington Auxiliary . . $325 00

FLORIDA, $240.00.

Florida Auxiliary . . $240 00

KENTUCKY, $38.25.

Covington, First Pres. Ch. . $38 25

COLORADO, $30.00.

Trinidad, Miss Isabel S. Waldo $30 00

TORONTO, CANADA, $5.00.

Toronto, Mrs. Samuel Elliott . $5 00

MISCELLANEOUS, $20.00.

A. McK $20 00


